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Transfer Tuesday 
Tuesday, May 1, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 15, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Students planning to transfer to UB are invited to this 
session which will maximize their transfer experience. 
Beginning on the 6th floor of Wahlstrom Library, activities 
will include an application workshop, on-the-spot transfer 
credit evaluations, and campus tours. Students should bring 
unofficial transcripts from each institution attended and 
proof of high school graduation. For more information and 
to register: http://www.bridgeport.edu/event/transfer-
tuesday/?instance_id=2442. 

Honors Convocations 
Wednesday, May 2, 5 – 7 p.m. 
The School of Nursing Pinning Ceremony will be held in 
the Littlefield Recital Hall of the Bernhard Center, 
followed by a reception in Schelfhaudt Gallery (by 
invitation). 
Friday, May 4, All Day 
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.: Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony, Mertens Theater, Bernhard 
Center (by invitation) 
12:00-2:00 p.m.: Acupuncture Lunch 
Schelfhaudt Gallery, Bernhard Center 
12:30-2:30 p.m.: Honors Convocation, School of Arts and 
Sciences, Littlefield Recital Hall, Bernhard Center 
1:00-3:00 p.m.: Honors Convocation, College of Public 
and International Affairs, John J. Cox Student Center, 
Social Room 
1:30-3:00 p.m.: Honors Convocation and Delta Mu Delta, 
Ernest C. Trefz School of Business, duPont Tower 
Room, Bernhard Center 
4:00-5:30 p.m.: Pinning Ceremony, Fones School of 
Dental Hygiene, Mertens Theater, Bernhard Center 
Undergraduate Financial 
 Aid Night 
Tuesday, May 1, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Students will have the opportunity to meet with their 
financial aid counselor regarding their financial aid 
packages. This event will take place in Wahlstrom 
Library on the 6th floor.  

Information Sessions 
Register online and find more information about the 
following in the Events section at www.bridgeport.edu: 
Doctor of Health Science Online Webinar 
    Thursday, May 10, 5:30 – 6:15 p.m. 
M.S. Human Nutrition Online Webinar
Tuesday, May 15, 8 – 9 p.m.
Toast to Graduation 
Thursday, May 3, 5 – 7 p.m. 
Please join us for a festive toast to the graduating class of 
2018!  Taking place at UB’s Ped Mall in front of Carlson 
Hall, the UB faculty and staff, along with alumni and 
families, will have the opportunity to congratulate the class 
of 2018 as they transition from student to alumni.  Kindly 
RSVP by responding to this email, or you may also sign up 
online at give.bridgeport.edu/Toast2018. 
Purple Knights 
Home Athletic Events 
May 1-15, 2018 
Baseball 
May 4 (Fri.), 12 p.m. & 3 p.m., Mercy @ 
Harbor Yard 
Commencement Ceremonies 
Saturday, May 5, 9:30 a.m. 
Nearly 1,200 undergraduate and graduate degrees will be 
conferred upon candidates from the School of Arts & 
Sciences, Ernest C. Trefz School of Business, School of 
Education, School of Engineering, Shintaro Akatsu 
School of Design, College of Public and International 
Affairs, School of Nursing, Fones School of Dental 
Hygiene (undergraduate), and the School of Professional 
Studies. This ceremony will take place in Webster Bank 
Arena. 
https://commencement.bridgeport.edu/event/undergrad-
grad/. 
Sunday, May 6, 11 a.m. 
Graduate degrees will be conferred upon Health Sciences 
candidates from the Acupuncture Institute, Fones School 
of Dental Hygiene (graduate), Nutrition Institute, 
Physician Assistant Institute, College of Chiropractic, 
and the College of Naturopathic Medicine. This 
ceremony will take place in the Mertens Theater of the 
Bernhard Center. 
https://commencement.bridgeport.edu/event/health-
sciences/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Research Day Awards 
The Eighth Faculty Research Day, held on March 23, 
2018, featured 140 UB faculty and student posters 
displayed in the Schelfhaudt Gallery of the Bernhard 
Center. Dr. Bogdan Vernescu of the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute served as the Keynote Speaker. 
The full 2018 Outcomes Report (including the 
complete list of winners) is available here: 
http://bridgeport.edu/docs/FRD/UB-FRD-2018-
Outcomes-Report.pdf. 
 
Undergraduate Student Poster Winners 
1st Place: Emily Juliano, Arts & Sciences, “Effect of 
Microgravity on Nanoparticle—Cellular 
Interaction.” Isaac Macwan, advisor 
2nd Place: Ameya Patkar, Arts & Sciences, 
“Microgravity’s Effect on the Virulence of 
Bacteriophage qB on Escherichia coli as a Possible 
Indicator of the Down-Regulation of Host Factor 
Hfq.” Stergios Bibis, advisor 
3rd Place: Taylor Brown, Arts & Sciences, “The Effect 
of Menthol Concentrations on Germination Rates of 
Arabidopsis Thaliana.”  Kathleen Engelmann, 
advisor 
Honorable Mention: Kayley Chapeton, Engineering, 
“The Analysis and Application of the Emergent 
Electronic Properties of Self-Assembling 
Nucleopeptide Systems.” Isaac Macwan, advisor 
People’s Choice Award: Mohammed Alyas, 
Engineering, “Low-cost Arduino-Based Ultrasonic 
Radar System.” Xingguo Xiong, advisor 
 
Graduate Student Poster Winners 
1st Place: Ruchi Parag Shah, Business, “This Riddle 
Will Show You If You Are Gender-Biased.”   
Philip Maymin, advisor 
2nd Place: Mohamed Mohamed, Engineering, 
“Electrical Vehicle Battery Change System.” 
Khaled Elleithy, advisor 
3rd Place: Jake Dengelegi, Engineering, “Multi-
Walled Carbon Nanotube & Polypyrrole 
Nanocomposite and its Interactions with AMB-1 
Bacteria.” Isaac Macwan, advisor 
Honorable Mention: Devon Leighton, Engineering, 
“Fabrication of Flexible, Conductive Polypyrrole-
Graphene Quantum Dot (PPy-GQD) 
Nanocomposite via Electrodeposition on Carbon 
Fiber Mesh.” Prabir Patra, advisor 
Honorable Mention: Joseph Guarneri, Arts & 
Sciences, “The Impact of Body Image 
Preoccupation on College Adjustment.”                 
David Oberleitner, advisor 
NEPSA 2018 
The following students, faculty members, and alumni 
of the University of Bridgeport's College of Public and 
International Affairs (CPIA) presented papers at the 
annual meeting of New England Political Science 
Association (NEPSA), which took place April 19-21 in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire: 
• Aaron Ysaac: “The Dredging Investment: The 
Threats of China’s Construction of Artificial 
Islands in the South China Sea.” 
• Doha Sabbagh: “From Exclusion to 
Radicalization: How Voter Exclusion Affects 
Support for Radicalization.” 
• Danilo Dos Santos: 'Rebuilding Haiti: The 
Importance of Accountability in Humanitarian 
Aid.” 
• Heidi Wiseman: “The Legacy of Water 
Accessibility Post-Earthquake -Drought -Hurricane 
on the Caribbean Island Nation of Haiti.” 
• Professor Stephane Kirven: “Reassessing the 
Reconstruction Era of the United States through the 
Lens of Transitional Justice.” Professor Kirven 
also served as Chair & Discussant on the Law, 
Sovereignty and Obedience panel. 
• Mohammad Haque, ’16, and Ph.D. student at the 
University of Connecticut: 'Political Economy of 
Aid: Good Governance Program in Bangladesh.” 
 
Students & Alumni 
Business 
Sofia Ermeidou, a senior, finished in 3rd place in the 
Post-Secondary Division of the Spring 2018 
Connecticut Stock Market Game. Ermeidou finished 
the game with $100,112.80, outperforming the 
volatile S+P 500 index by about one percent. Nine 
teams from Connecticut colleges and universities 
participated in the competition, for which they were 
given 10 weeks to invest a hypothetical $100,000 in 
common stocks and mutual funds. This continues 
UB’s 15-year successful run in the competition.  
Education 
Kendra Bria Brown, ’14, who completed her Sixth Year 
Certification at UB, has been appointed Director of 
Early Childhood Education for Stamford Public 
Schools, effective July 1, 2018. 
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/district/news/
kendra-brown-named-director-early-childhood-
education 
Physician Assistant Institute 
Jon Medler, a second-year student, has served as a 
member of the National Rural Health Association 
Board since 2017. As members, students can come 
together with their peers, educators, administrators, 
health professionals and other stakeholders to create a 
dialogue about rural health and related issues, such as 
workforce and policy. 
https://www.ruralhealthweb.org/programs/rural-
health-students. 
SASD 
 Craig Leachman, a Graphics major, is a finalist in the 
2018 Photographers Form Gallery. He was selected 
from a group of 12,000 national and international 
entrants. Leachman’s photographic image will be 
published in the 2018 Gallery Book. Leachman 
studied photography under Professor Peter  P. 
Rembetsy.  
 
 
 
Faculty & Staff 
Division of Administration & Finance 
Esther Bessel van Winden, project manager, 
Information Technology, earned and received her 
Master Certification in Mail Communications 
(MCOM) credentials at MAILCOM ’18. The award 
was presented on April 10, 2018, during the Annual 
Awards and Leadership Luncheon in Philadelphia. 
Esther joins an elite group of mail communication 
professionals who have distinguished themselves 
through their commitment to professional 
education/training by advancing her knowledge and 
expertise to the highest level.   
 
UB Online 
Tara Maroney, associate director of student advising 
and support for UB Online, has been elected Chair of 
the Distance Advising for Online Education 
community for NACADA: The Global Community 
for Academic Advising. In this role, she is 
responsible for advancing NACADA’s strategic 
goals, proposing and facilitating activities, and 
providing resources to advance the professional 
development of members while focusing on the 
specific area of the online advising community. Her 
two-year term for the international nonprofit 
organization will begin in October 2018. Also at the 
regional level, Tara has been selected as NACADA’s 
Program Co-Chair for the Region 1 conference for 
the 2018-2020 term. 
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Did we miss something? UB Highlights is published twice monthly during the academic year and monthly in January, 
June, and July to inform the University community about UB events and achievements. To comment or to list your event 
or award, e-mail Debra Kirouac at UBHighlights@bridgeport.edu. 
